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In the Beginning
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Original Land warrant to Arther Henry; around Butz 
Run

April 5th 1784

300 acres for 30 pounds

Northampton County

“Provided it is purchase from the Indians”

Signed by John Dickinson, founding father



Timeline: Early Years
• 1836 – Arthur Henry, Henry’s Halfway House, along stage road

• 1842 – James Henry expands & names it Henryville House; caters to 
travelers & anglers

• Mid-1800s – Brodhead Creek gains fame as birthplace of American fly 
fishing

• 1901/1902 – Paradise Brook Trout Co. PA’s first licensed trout hatchery

• Early 1900s – Fishing Clubs focus on the Brodhead and its branches
• Growing popularity with vacationers escaping the big city 

• 1920s–30s – Hiram Brobst designs the Henryville Special fly pattern
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Henryville Special

Designed to imitate the caddisflies 
hatching on the Brodhead Creek 

near Henryville
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Adult Caddis 



Timeline Summary
• 30’s, 40’s & early 50’s Henryville House thrives

• Transitions to families and fishermen

• Guests come every summer at the same time…..Think: “Dirty Dancing”

• 1955 flood changes fishery

• Late 50’s and 60’s popular venue for family holidays
• Activities appealing to all age groups

• Peak of Pocono Resort industry

• Late 60’s & 70’s Decline and demolition 
• Route 80 changes everything 5



Six Generations of Ownership

Eugene
Son of 
James
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1860-1926 1890-1968 1912-19681812-1888 1815-1850

James
Son of
Arthur

J. Russel
Son of 
Gene

Eleanor
Niece of
Russel

Charles

Brother

Alvin Jr.
“Ziggy”

Son of
Eleanor

1941-    

Alvin &  
Eleanor 

d. 1965 & ‘68
Age: 59, 56



William b. 1760 appears to be Arther’s Father
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William Henry (b. ~1760)
Ireland or Scotland

Lived in Bucks/Northampton County, PA.

Revolutionary War Documents
Multiple William/Arther Henry’s 

listed on Bucks & Northampton County 
Militia rolls in the 1770s–1780s



The Henry’s 
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Conclusion:
The 1784 land grant was to an earlier Arthur Henry 
likely the grandfather of this Arthur; inherited the land 

Arthur Henry (1782 – 1841)
is

James Henry’s father

But the Land Grant is dated 1784

This Arthur would have been 2 yrs old



Timeline
1836

• Arthur Henry 
opens Henry’s 
Halfway House 
(log inn) along 
stage road

• Spartan 

• Center Hall facing 
the main road

9



Parlor 
Painting of the Halfway House
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Henry’s 
Half Way House

• 2 story structure, 
central hall facing the 
main road & stream

• Muleskinners 
carrying coal to 
Easton

• Stage Coach 
Roadhouse travelers 
& salesmen 11



Transporting 
Coal to 
Easton 
Canal
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1835 James leaves 
homestead on Butz Run

Over the ridge sets up 
sawmill

7 years later (1842) 
expands to establish a 
boarding house for  for 
hunters & fishermen
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Development
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1735 James Builds Saw & Grist Mills
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Ledger Book
1859

Barrel of Whiskey

$14.81



James Henry

~1860

On what is now 

called 715
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Timeline

1842 

James Henry 
expands and 

renames it 
Henryville House, 

catering to anglers
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Image from late 1860’s



Buried in Mt. 
Zion 

Cemetery, 
Monroe 

County, PA

19



9/4/20XX Presentation Title 20



21

 

Source: original 1875 Paradise / Henryville plate in the University of Alabama’s Beers Atlas collection 
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Henryville Train Station 

• Freight wagons and 
canals were giving way to 
the Iron Horse

• Ushering in a new error 
for the area

• Boarding houses, Inns & 
Resorts would bring the 
tourist industry
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1922

Late 1800’s



Circa 1900s
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The Parlor
Gentlemen enjoying

 the Smoking Room 
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1900’s

• Industrialization & rising wages

• Opportunities for leisure, especially for the 
growing Professions … doctors and lawyers

• Coupled with degraded conditions in 
urban areas, pollution and noise fueled an 
interest in a return to nature

• Catalyst for the beginning of the resort 
industry in the Pocono’s
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Notable Visitors To Henryville
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John 
Sullivan

Joe 
Jefferson

Gen. 
Sheridan

Benjaman 
Harrison

Lily 
Langtry

Buffalo 
Bill Cody
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Calvin 
Coolidge

Grover 
Cleveland

Annie 
Oakley

Gifford 
Pinchot

Notable Visitors To HenryvilleNotable Visitors To Henryville
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Page from Registry -1883
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Page from Registry -1890



“Teddy Roosevelt”
Guest at the Henryville House

President General

31



The Old Registration 
Book Get Replaced

1901

The “Henryville “ gets gay

In 1901 & starts a real 

“Classy” Hotel Register
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From the National 
Register of Historic Places

• Original
• 1848
• 1900
• 1920



Philadelphia Inquirer  May 1903

34



1911
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The West Branch 
of the Brodhead
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First rate trout fishery & mecca for 
American Fly Fishing already 

recognized pre-Civil War

Brooklyn Flyfishers’ Club
Bryan’s Deep: C. Bryan & Lodi Smith 1896



Birthplace of 
American trout fishing 
tradition

Paradise Valley home 
of 1st licensed trout 
hatchery in PA

The Brodhead & 
it’s Branches
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• Brook Trout

• Over fishing 
• Brown trout 

from England 
introduced1889



Henry Van Dyke, influential fishing literature author 
helped romanticize the practice of fly-fishing

• , 

Over the hill to 
Henryville 

“Tis oft’ the 
fisherman’s cry

 for I’ll catch a 14 
incher

 with an artificial 
fly
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“Fisherman’s Luck”



West Branch of the Brodhead 
(1878 Paradise Creek)

Noted for Fly Fishing in America

• 1849 Frank Forester, publisher of Fish and Fishing

• 1848 Joe Jefferson, fishing companion of Grover 
Cleveland

• 1851 Thaddeus Norris, Father of American fly 
fishing in America

• 1864 James Henry proprietor

• Post Civil war General Sheridan came to the 
Inn….dubbed the area “Paradise Valley”
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“Homage to 
Henryville”

Ernest Schwiebert 
- 1965

• Pioneer in the fishery conservation movement 

• Involved in the founding of Trout Unlimited

• “Preponderance of evidence supports that the 
Paradise and Brodhead are the epicenter of trout 
fishing & Henryville House is the oldest fishing 
hotel in America”
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From Post Card dated 1907
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Albert E Roussel has passed the
 summers of the years

1864-1882        15 years

These 14 People pass the summer
Of 1881 in the Henryville House



Eugene Henry’s 
Sketches

In the Book
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Memory Stick
24” Long
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August 26, 1904
Henryville House



Russel Henry



John Henry
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Between  

1891 and 1928 

over 60 catches

over 

25” and 6 ½ lbs 

were traced



The Committee:   

Certified Correct on 

July 12th 1901

18”  2 ½ lbs.
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Eugene Henry 
Proprietor

Post Card Promotion

• Featuring beautiful drives & 
walks

• Boating, bathing & fishing

• Fine lawn tennis, bicycle 
track

• Excellent spring water

• Table unexcelled 

• Special rates for June
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Seasonal 
Advertising

• 2000 feet above sea level !!!

• Trout fishing

• Spacious porches surround the 
house, always a refreshing 
breeze

• House is substantial, having 
been recently enlarged

• The daily rate $1.50/day or       
$7 to $9.00/week
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1920’s
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Post Card

Post Office
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1920’ & 30’s
Conservation Efforts

• Increased pressure on trout fishery

• Private fishing clubs acquire stream 
rights

• Efforts to conserve the fishery take 
hold

• The Inn charged a fee for fishing in its 
room charge and set limits on the catch
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The Annex

• Built in the late 30’s to 
accommodate more guests

• 60 guests

• Originally 3 floors

• On each floor 3 men's 
showers and 3 women's 
showers
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Built in the 1930’s
Slab Wood Boards



Late 1940’s

Rt 715 & 191
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Henryville House 
in the 40’s and 50’s
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The elderly man with 
white hair in the top 
row center has been 
identified as one of the 
Henry family
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J. Russell Henry
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Henryville House



63



64



Old Pool
Prior to ’55 

Flood
65
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Acquired from 
J. Russel Henry

Alvin & 
Eleanor 

Ziegler buy 
the Inn from J. 
Russel Henry

250 Guests
Purchased in 
early 1953
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Purchased the 
Henryville 

House

475 acres of 
land

Price: $60,000  
= to $726,000 

today
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The “Hoboken Girls”

Regulars Every Year!
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Mobile Gas 
Station across 
191 Adjacent 

to old Pool
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The Lighthouse 
1955 Flood

The Lighthouse was owned                  
Aunt Lucy Henry Raimond (brother 
Russell)

Destroyed in the 1955 flood and 
never regained the prominence it once 

had 
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A Memory from

Betty Rine

Taken from the 
Henryville House 

Facebook page
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• Lucy Henry Raimond built the Lighthouse 
with her first husband,  a Mr. Stogsdale

• Interesting character

• Lucy graduated from E. Stroudsburg 
Normal School (ESU)

• Store/bar/dancehall & post office

• After ‘55 flood repaired the Lighthouse, 
then sold to Kathy Carpenter

• Eventually sold to the Henryville Fly 
Fishers’ Club ~1990



Aunt Lucy was the post mistress for Henryville for many 
years. 

My Dad said folks called Aunt Lucy, "Goosey Lucy" and I 
guess she was somewhat wild. 

My grandmother, Mable Henry Rushmore, was a serious 
tee-teetotaler and just ignored the fact that her baby 
sister ran a bar and dance hall.

I worked at the hotel in the early 60's as part of the day 
care staff. It was not unlike the scenes in Dirty Dancing. 

There was square dancing on Tuesday and Friday 
nights and polka, etc. on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
with "Smiling Sam, the Rubber Legs man." 

We danced with guests until they were tired and then 
entertained them with square dancing and polka's with 
each other. 

My maiden name was Sarah Ellen ("Sally") Rushmore.
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A Memory from
Sally Byrne

Taken from the 
Henryville House 
Facebook page



Menu from 
the late 50’s

• Dinner Menu – 
Handwritten

• Apps $1.75

• Entrees from 
$3.95 to $6.95

• Carafe of wine 
$1.80

• New York office 
& a Watts line !!!
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• Receipt Dated July 6, 1966

• One Week   $77.00

• Meals (B & D)      $20.00

• Signed by Eleanor Ziegler
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Note the Name
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Mr. & Mrs. Attilo Cardinale

Like many others, 
repeat customers 

Family Vacation



Summer Fun at the New Pool
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Post Card
Lake post ‘55 Flood

Located at the site of the Old Pool



Modern rooms 
& …Cabanas

Spacious 
dining room

Focus on food

Sketch of the 
fisherman!
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Henryville House 

•Family Resort
•Year round
•Trout fishing
•Alvin and Eleanor 
Proprietors
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Luncheonette and gift 
shop Jay & Mary



Family Fun
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…give your guests complete facilities 

and a well-rounded social program 

and they will fit themselves into it for 

maximum enjoyment…



Attilo & Grace 
Cardinale
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Reading the paper on the 
porch

Ahhh Heaven!



1970’s 
Westover’s
managed
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Timeless & Peaceful as the Years Pass By
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Roof on the Annex Collapsed with Snow
February 15, 1994
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Henryville House 
In its Prime
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• Completion of Rt 80 
• Changed tourist industry
• Weekenders & bedroom community 



Topic one

The Inn is shown here in 2000, shuttered

If you believe in ghosts 
…. Listed as one of the 
five spookiest places in 
the Poconos 

One story tells about a 
hotel maid who died by 
hanging herself in the 
inn. 

She became one of the 
"guests" of Henryville 
House
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The Inn Closes, the 
Memories Continue

• Oldest trout fishing hotel 
in America

• Last Henry ownership 1970

• Closed in the mid ’80s

• Torn down in 2004

• An amazing 148-year 
history
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Henryville House 
Past, and always part of 

our township

More than a landmark, it’s our common ground
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The Grand Old Inn in its Prime
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