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'We welcome a new board member to our
township’s Historical Society, Julia Rettle.
Julia is an artist who is busy with family and renovating their historic farmhouse with
her husband Ethan. We're so glad to have you on board, Julia!

° Hlstorlcal o
Soc1ety

Lots of interesting programs coming up this summer and fall! See the listing inside,
along with stories about the resorts of Grange Road, family reunions, and the latest on
local America 250 celebrations.

Looking forward to seeing you at a meeting soon! d( Jm

THE STO RY OF THE A ohoh Presiaet
Resorts of Grange Road

We had a full house for Al Johnson’s Forty-five years later, Mickey and Al still Ashover Cottages (a sign for which is still

talk on “The Story of Grange Road get together with other friends for Friday visible at the 9g40/Grange Road intersection)
Resorts” on May 3, 2026. Al and his wife breakfasts. Over the years, the group has and Norway House, Al described the boom
Carole had personal experience operating included the Reverend Ralph Stevens, times. Whispering Hills and the Asure’s

tourist attractions there, and many in the Jim Roch, Jack Asure, Harry Roach, Peter Farm House Bed and Breakfast were next
audience had memories to share about the Gonze, John Layton, along the road, before the Dutch Farm.
establishments Al discussed. Chris Merli, Jim Continued on Page 3

Hillestad, Justin . ] R T NS D s
Holtkamp and
many others. Al’'s
breakfast friendship
with Jim Roch, who
operated the famous
Pennsylvania Dutch

Farm on Grange
As Al and Carole built their riding stable Road, led to Al and

business, they met other businesspeople in Carole buying the
the area, such as Harry and Carol Callie, Dutch Farm in 1987.
founders of Callie’s Candy Kitchen in
Bangor and Mountainhome, and Warren
“Mickey” Miller who with his wife Maryann
operated Theo B. Price lumberyard
in Mountainhome.

The Johnsons arrived in the Poconos in
October, 1975, having bought what was
then Carson’s Riding Stable. They renamed
it the EL;J riding Stable — a combination
of their own name and the Ellisons, who
were dear friends of Carole’s and who had
owned the property since 1954.

Starting at the route
940 end of Grange
Road with the
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National Family

Reunion Month
by sandy dietz

f'you have ever attended a family reunion of immediate and

extended family, I'm sure you hold memories of the event.
Every summer my family looked forward to this celebration, to get
together — connect with each other and have some fun. But I didn’t
recognize at the time that all the things that we did and looked
forward to every year were activities that allowed us to bond with
older and younger generations, to stay connected with the extended
family, and to share in preserving the collective history and
common ancestry.

For example, we always had games that were played by multi-
generations. We got to know each other a little better and had fun
while doing it. One of the highlights was always the cake walk. It
was kind of like musical chairs - families would bring cakes and we
would walk around in a circle to music. When the music stopped —
someone won a cake to take home.

There was always a display of photographs for people to look

at. Through sharing, we always heard stories about things that
happened.

I can clearly remember that we always had tributes to family
members, and there were awards involved if you were one who
was honored for being the oldest or youngest person present, for
those who came the longest distance, couples who were married
the longest (or shortest) amount of time, and the largest family.

KoernerlBushlUtt reunlon '. :

: at Promised Land State Park (2022) *
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Our family reunion (the Singer family from Reeders) started in
1929 and lasted until 1973 when we gathered for the last time.
People were going in different directions, they were more mobile,
and honestly, people began to lose interest. Thankfully, other local
families were able to continue their tradition to meet annually.

This year the Kresge family will celebrate their 120th reunion.
Locally, the Koerner/Bush/Utt reunion will take place in August,
as will the Bowman-Hamblin family reunion, celebrating their
56th year. An auction of home-made and home-grown items,
antiques, and collectibles donated by family members is one of the
traditions of the Bowman-Hamblins. The Carlton family will meet
for their 102nd reunion in August of this year. As many as 200
descendants have gathered annually, documenting information
gathered from significant events (births, deaths, marriages, etc)
and compiled into their existing family tree. There have been
only a few years that the reunion did not occur (during WWII, the
flood of 1955 and one year during COVID).

Summer provides the perfect opportunity to spend time with
family, telling stories, sharing photos, and enjoying face-to-face
contact. It will make a memory you will carry with you! Attend
(or start) your own family reunion!
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AMERICA

250 PARADISE UPDATES

orking jointly with Barrett Historical Society, Patriot Recognition Day will

be held July 12 at 1:00 p.m. at Barrett Administrative and Recreational Com-
plex (BARC). You are encouraged to attend this event as it honors Revolutionary
War Patriots and their descendants. A ceremony will provide a certificate to each
descendant highlighting the name of their Patriot ancestor. Additionally, there
will be representatives from the 8
DAR (Daughters of the American i
Revolution) and SAR (sons of I
the American Revolution), the
i American Legion Color Guard,
| and local dignitaries. The Philly
Fife and Drum Company will
perform during the program. We
will present over 200 certificates
" representing approximately 100
L . Patriots and 152 descendants.

i Please come join the celebration!

2 Copyright © 2026 Paradise Historical Society, All Rights Reserved + P.O. Box 94, Henryville, PA 18332

In the spirit of the
semiquincentennial
celebration, Paradise
Historical Society has
purchased and donated
a Liberty Apple Tree

to the township. Many
thanks to Wayne Ross,
Mike Mader, and the
Paradise Township
road crew for planting
the tree in front of the
township building on
June 5. PHS has also
ordered a plaque with
the following quote to
be erected next to the
tree. “Liberty, when it
begins to take root, is a
plant of rapid growth.”
George Washington.

+ www.paradisehistorical.org




THE STORY OF THE
Resorts of
Grange Road

Continued from Page 1
The Dutch Farm was started in the early
1970s by Jim and Joel Roche. It featured
a gift shop, Amish exhibit home, farm
animals, and wagon rides, with a fish-and-
pay lake operated by Coleman Lesher.
The Johnson’s added pony rides, a bakery,
miniature train rides, the Great Pocono
Pumpkin Patch, and haunted hay rides.
Many exotic animals also joined the
menagerie, including a llama.

Starting in the early 1900s and continuing
to this day, ads for accommodations and
attractions in Paradise were regularly
featured in newspapers in Brooklyn, New
York, Philadelphia, and other cities. With
GIs returning from World War II, local
entrepreneurs capitalized on the area’s
closeness to large cities to boost their
properties to young honeymooners.

The moniker “Honeymoon Capital of the
World” was first coined by Morris Wilkins
of Covehaven and Paradise Stream. The
first honeymoon resort is considered to
be Farm on the Hill, followed by Paradise
Valley Lodge. Many others in the Poconos
took advantage of the trend, spreading
out from Paradise to include Penn Hills,
The Summit, Pocono Palace, Honeymoon
Haven, and Honeymoon Hideaway. But it
all started right here.

Trouble was lurking in Paradise, however,
Al said. The insurance crisis of 1986,
followed by the banking crisis of 1988
made it all but impossible to operate the
EL-J Riding Stable and hampered dozens
of other resort businesses. Lenders began
calling loans and filing foreclosure notices.

Mount Airy had gone on a buying spree,
snapping up Pocono Gardens, Merry Hill,
Stricklands, Memorytown, and homes
along Woodland Road. Al reported a
conversation with Emil Wagner, Mount
Airy’s visionary owner, in which Wagner
said, “There are 60 million people within a
four-hour drive of the Poconos. I just want
each of them one time. I don’t care if they
come back.”

Tourist interest and traffic declined,

and nearby businesses suffered. Despite
its improvements and expansion, the
Pennsylvania Dutch Farm struggled
along with them, and finally returned the
property to the mortgage holder in 1997.

Local real estate developer Anthony
Maula bought the Dutch Farm property
and Memorytown and after trying rodeos
and ATVs, has now brought the property
full circle — operating as a flourishing
wedding venue, under the Grange Valley
Lakeside Inn and Estate Winery.

IN THE POCONOS
THE

PENNSYLVANIA
DUICH FARM

included Pocono Gardens,
Stricklands Mountain Inn,
Paradise Stream, Chestnut
Grove, Merry Hill in Paradise
and Penn Hills, The Summit,
Pocono Palace, Birchwood,
Honeymoon Haven and
Honeymoon Hideaway
elsewhere in the Poconos.
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Paradise Valley Lodge was operated by Paul
and Mae Asure, beginning in 1947, with
members of the Nauman family on staff over the
years. It was the heart of Memorytown, includ-
ing the barn/gift shop, and a restaurant and
tavern, featuring country music, square danc-
ing, and ragtime. Multiple attractions such as ice
skating, fishing, go-carts, a photo booth, “Ye Old
Print Shop,” a candle shop and fudge shop made
memories for countless visitors.

Paradise Valley Lodge was the second honeymoon
resort in the Poconos after Farm on the Hill. Others

'lumuy House Restourant & Nwwﬂ; Hewse Restourant

NORWAY HOUSE Restaurant

In Paradise Yalley—24 miles East on Ri, 940
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FULL COURSE DINNERS.........
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Was there actually a Grange on Grange Road? The Grange
is a fraternal society founded in 1867 for mutual support
of farming families. Archivist Aaron Imbt has researched
the subject with Jenn Naus, the historian PA State
A Grange Association historian. Results are ambiguous,
but Naus believes there may have been two Granges in
Paradise. Grange #659 was chartered in Paradise, but
met in “Forks Station,” possibly today’s Mount Pocono.
It was organized in 1876, and disbanded by 1894. Swift-
water Grange #1872 was also chartered in Paradise,
with officers from Swiftwater, Mt. Pocono, and Cresco.
This was organized in 1921, and disbanded by 1934.

Do you have information about local Granges? Please let us

know via “Contact Us” at www.paradisehistorical.org
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Paradise Historical Society

P.O. Box 94
Henryville, PA 18332

Paradise Historical Society meetings are held at the
% Paradise Municipal Building, generally on the first Sunday
w 000 of the month, starting at 2:00. Meetings are open to all!

To avoid conflict with your Fourth of July plans, no meeting is scheduled. We encourage members to attend
Patriot Recognition Day at Barrett Administrative and Recreation Center on Route 390. The ceremony is set for July 12, 1:00 p.m., and
includes a performance by the Philadelphia Fife and Drum Corps.

m We are excited to welcome Judy Dempewolff who will discuss the construction and history of the

“manufactured” family home overlooking Sunset Hill.

‘i :i ii :HJ] ;J :! 'Lm From 1 - 4 p.m. enjoy Community Day hosted by Paradise Township at The Roof.

OCTOBER q‘ Dan Packer will regale us with stories of how shopping has completely transformed over the years. You'll

hear about the old one-room stores, like the Ace Store in Swiftwater, where merchandise was kept and the metamorphosis to palaces
of browsing, like The Globe and Scranton Dry, two famous department stores of by gone times in Scranton. Do you remember
Wyckoff’s on Main Street in Stroudsburg? Complete with tea-room, it was the place to see and be seen...

NOVEMBER l Stories of the WT. Hunter family and Hunter Farm are on the agenda.
DECEMBER 13 An Ace Store Christmas! At 2:00 the fifth-generation owners of the Ace Store will welcome us to explore the

unchanged store and share delicious treats. This program is for members only. Membership available at the door. HEH

PHS WELCOMES THESE NEW MEMBERS:

. The Directors & Officers of
Andrew & Deborah Porter Julia & Ethan Rettle Paradise Historical Society are:

Your MEMBERSHIP COUNTS!

Sandy Dietz Genealogist [ Secretary

I Bruce Estell Treasurer
Please help Paradise Historical Society collect, Peter Gonze
protect & share the interesting history of our area. I Carol Hillestad Edicor
I O Student or Senior (65+) - $10.00 O Family - $25.00 l Aaron Imbt Archivist & Designer
U Individual - $10.00 U Corporate - $50.00 I Alfred Johnson president
I Q Couple - 320,00 JOhn Layton Vice President
I First Name: I Lallra Layton
Last Name: I Harold Metzgar Emeritus Officer
Address: i Julia Rettle
City: State: Zip: ?
I Phones ) Ernail: I Newsletter design by
I Q Please send the completed form and check (no cash) to: I nnno“ G_ IMBT [Ies‘gn
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